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The Norwalk Tank Farm, built in
the 1920s, may soon be closing.

The proposed closure, however,

will not affect the environmental
cleanup process at the facility.

The Defense Fuel Support Point
(DFSP) Norwalk, located on the

corner of Norwalk Boulevard and

Excelsior Drive, has been used by
the military since the 1950s for fuel

storage and transfer.  The Defense

Energy Support Center (DESC)
uses the facility as a critical link for

fuel resupply to Southern Califor-

nia, Nevada, and Arizona.

In addition, Kinder Morgan Energy

Partners transports commercial
fuels from a pumping station on a

two-acre easement on the south

end of the facility.  Both the military
and Kinder Morgan are working

diligently to clean up the facility

from past fuel releases.

Closure Background

DESC contracted to have three

80,000 barrel storage tanks built at
Kinder Morgan’s Watson Station

facility and a connection to DESC’s

existing pipeline.  These new
tanks, along with Kinder Morgan’s

new Carson to Norwalk pipeline,

will allow the military to suspend to
operations at the Norwalk Tank

Farm.

Once the new tanks and pipeline

are in place, DESC plans to close

the Norwalk facility.  The tanks will

be removed, along with the associ-

ated buildings.  Kinder Morgan’s
pump station at the Norwalk facility

will remain.

Tentative Schedule

DESC plans to transfer operations

to Watson by mid-year 2000.  The

existing storage tanks are sched-
uled to be removed sometime

thereafter.

Environmental Cleanup
Ongoing

After several years of studies and

investigations, full scale cleanup of
petroleum hydrocarbons began in

1995.

To date, DESC’s remediation

system has removed and de-

stroyed over 100,000 gallons of

fuel from the groundwater.   Kinder
Morgan’s remediation system has

removed and destroyed over

250,000 gallons of fuel.  Facility
cleanup is planned to continue for

several more years.

In a letter last year regarding the

proposed closure, Col Joseph T.

Thomas, Commander of the
Defense Logistics Agency, assured

then-Representative Esteban

Torres that “…the Department of
Defense will fully remediate any
contaminated product at the
government-owned Norwalk
terminal consistent with appli-
cable state and local require-
ments.”

Closure Meeting.  Jim Kelly (Kinder Morgan), Michael Koury (Acting Commander,

DESC-LA), and Col Frank Wright (Commander, DESC-Americas ) discuss the proposed

facility closure at meeting and site tour held with Congresswoman Napolitano in April.
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PROPOSED CLOSURE WON'T AFFECT CLEANUP
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Tank Farm Future

Once the facility is pronounced

environmentally clean by the state
regulatory agencies, the military

will transfer the land.  It is unknown

at this time to whom the land will
be transferred or for what it will be

used.

Norwalk City officials are working

with Congresswoman Grace F.

Napolitano to try and secure the
land for city uses.  In April, Con-

gresswoman Napolitano and City

Manager Ernie Garcia visited the
Tank Farm to learn more about the

cleanup and closure process. n

Kinder Morgan recently planted

approximately 100 cottonless poplar

trees in the southwest area of the

Tank Farm.  While the trees will

help improve the appearance of the

facility, they will serve a more

practical purpose: the trees will act

as a natural pump and treat system

to help remove hydrocarbons from

the groundwater.  This relatively

new technology is called

“phytoremediation.”

Phytoremediation works when the

trees break down chemicals and

release exudates to enhance biodeg-

radation (see figure).  The trees at

the Tank Farm are placed 8 to 10

feet apart in a 10,000 square foot

area.

The roots will reach the groundwa-

ter in three to five years.  The trees

will pump up to 150 gallons of

water per day as a supplement to the

existing cleanup systems.

TREES TO PROVIDE NATURAL CLEANUP SYSTEM

Phytoremediation Process.  Oxygen, CO
2
, water, and contaminant cycling through a tree.

Central Plume Cleanup.  DESC's remediation system in the north-central area of the Tank

Farm has recovered and destroyed over 100,000 gallons of fuel from the groundwater.

HYDROCARBONS & FREE PRODUCT - CENTRAL PLUME
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Stayed tuned for

"Phytoremediation Day" at
the Tank Farm, sponsored
by Kinder Morgan Energy

Partners.  Come view the
trees that will act as a natu-

ral remediation system.

Coming in August.

Phytoremediation is a cost-effective

technology with little operating and

maintenance costs.  It has proven

successful at sites across the country

and is currently in use at a DESC

property in San Pedro.  Kinder

Morgan is working with DESC to

install more trees on the south and

west borders of the facility.  n
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Printed on recycled paper.

Defense Energy Support Center-Los Angeles

3171 North Gaffey Street

San Pedro, CA  90731-1099

�

Norwalk Tank Farm

Restoration Advisory

Board Meeting:

Thursday, July 29,

1999, 6:30 p.m.  Arts

& Sports Complex.

FOR MORE INFORMATION . . .

If you have any questions, comments, would like copies of previous
newsletters, or want to be added or deleted from the mailing list,
please contact one of the representatives listed below:

Scott Kilkenny
Vice President
Kinder Morgan Energy Partners
1100 Town and Country Road
Orange, CA  92868
(714) 560-4879
(714) 560-4884 FAX
kilkennys@kindermorgan.com

Tim Whyte
Public Involvement Specialist
URS Greiner Woodward Clyde
2020 East First Street, Suite 400
Santa Ana, CA  92705-4032
(714) 835-6886
(714) 667-7147 FAX
tim_whyte@urscorp.com

Information Repository
Norwalk Public Library
Reference Section
12350 Imperial Highway
Norwalk, CA  90650
(562) 868-0775
Hours:
M, Tu, W,:10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Th:10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sa:10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Closed Fridays, Sundays, and Holidays.

Ana M. Townsend
California Regional Water Quality
Control Board, Los Angeles Region
320 W. 4

th
 Street, Suite 200

Los Angeles, CA  90013
(213) 576-6738
(213) 576-6717 FAX
aveloz@rb4.swrcb.ca.gov

Joe Trani
Environmental Engineer
Defense Energy Support Center-LA
3171 North Gaffey Street
San Pedro, CA  90731-1099
(310) 900-6960, ext. 106
(310) 900-6973 FAX
jtrani@desc.dla.mil

Or, visit the information repository
to review RAB meeting handouts,
minutes, and project documents:

Si quire una copia de este boletín
en español, por favor llame al

(714) 835-6886.


